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Agenda

� Introductions

� Why have a CWPP? 

� CWPP Process

� Description of Metro Fire 
District 
� Natural Environment

� Built Environment

� Response Environment

� Social Environment

� Geoportal Technology

� Next Steps



Overview

� FEMA is funding the Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan, geoportal and EIR

� Stakeholders in the CWPP are decision-makers 
in affected agencies in the Metro Fire District 
� Cities 

� County Departments

� Metro Fire is using a consulting team 
� Ascent 

� Intterra

� Wildland Res Mgt 

� Draft Plan is expected mid-Dec, geoportal in 
Jan, DEIR in April



Why Have A CWPP?

� Shared vision of current situation

� Open statement of priorities

� Common, shared path for 
improvement

� Greater collaboration with 
partners/stakeholders

� Increased potential for 
funding/efficiency



CWPP: Three Basic Criteria

1. Collaboration

- Local government representatives

- State government representatives

- In consultation with federal agencies, and 

- Other interested parties

2. Prioritize Fuel Reduction

- Recommend types and methods of treatment 

- Protect one or more at-risk communities and 
essential infrastructure

3. Address Structural Ignitibility 

- Recommend measures to reduce ignitability of 

structures throughout the plan area



CWPP Process

� Gather stakeholders

� Establish a Community Base Map

� Agree upon wildfire risks in the District

� Develop a set of projects to reduce risks
� Fuel (vegetation) treatments

� Structural ignition mitigations

� Emergency response enhancements

� Changes to codes, public education, incentives for 
property owner action

� Prioritize projects

� Determine roles and responsibilities, and 
funding

� Monitor, adapt, improve, update plan



What area is Covered by 
the CWPP?

� Covers almost 
entirety of 
Sacramento 
County (not 
City)

� Formed in 2000

� Governed by 9 
Board of 
Directors



WUI Delineation

� Includes 

� All parcels larger than      
.5 acre with vegetation

� Any parcel larger than     
80 acres

� 1000 ft buffer around 
parcels larger than          
80 acres

� Does NOT include:

� Any parcel where natural 
vegetation covers less than 
.5 acre 

� Any parcel where no 
natural vegetation is 
present 



Community Base Map

Mark-up printed maps



CWPP Document

� Compendium of all materials

� Summary of conditions, processes,projects, 
priorities and people involved

� Addresses ignition prevention, pre-fire 
preparedness, response, and recovery

� Appendices, to include policies, codes, 
programs, maps, associated plans

� A living document



Description of Metro Fire 
District

� Organized in terms of four types of 
environments

� Natural Environment

� Built Environment

� Response Environment

� Social Environment



Natural Environment

� Fire Behavior 
� Fuels/Vegetation

� Weather 

� Topography

� Fire History

� Habitat Types

� Sensitive 
Species

� Open Spaces



Natural Vegetation

Shrubs, hills, in east

Grassy fuels on 
the NW and 
South of Hwy 50

Landscape trees 
north of American 
River Parkway, 
some hardwoods



Fire Behavior Predictions

� Flame length related to 
structure ignition

� Low flames in west, 
higher in east

� Speed of fire spread 
challenges containment, 
especially in the east

Flame Lengths Rate of Spread



Sensitive Species, 
Open Spaces

� Riparian corridors are central to 
open space designation, with 
sensitive habitats
� American River Parkway has highest

visitorship

� Cosumnes River has multiple 
sensitive habitats

� South County Habitat 
Conservation Plan covers 

large portion of District, 

limits treatments



Built Environment

� Two Cities 

� 11 Unincorporated 
Communities

� Major growth areas 
south of Hwy 50

� Moderate growth 
elsewhere

� Urban limit line 



Built Environment

� Structure 
Construction 
and Siting

� Patterns of 
Development by 
Community
� Age, density

� Transportation



Existing Response 
Environment

� Operations

� Station 
Locations

� Apparatus

� Training and 
Certification

� Water Supply



Existing Social Environment

� Community Services

� Community Risk 
Reduction

� Codes, Ordinances

� Evacuation, recovery 
plans

Metro Fire Code



Additional Resources?

� Base map information
� GIS files, data bases

� Resources
� Specific Plans

� Vegetation management plans

� Project-level plans

� Habitat Conservation Plans

� Additional Stakeholders 



Next Steps

� Risk assessment – mid November
� Factors

� Weights

� Project list and priorities – mid 
December

Wildland Fire Risk

Fire Suppression Fire Behavior Owner Intervention

Water Supply

Primary Road Width

Hydrant Location

Primary Road Grade

Fire Dept Response Time

Access / Ingress / Egress

Predominant Slope

Dangerous Topography

Predominant Aspect

Predominant Fuel Type

Above Ground Utilities

Decking & Balcony

Defensible Space

Structure Roofing Material

Eave and Vent Openings

Propane or Firewood Storage

Siding

Windows and Doors

Construction Type



Thank you!

� For additional information, or to 
comment, please contact 
� Chris Vestal, Metro Fire

vestal.christopher@metrofire.ca.gov
Captain/Paramedic Project Manager –
Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(916) 859 - 4334 Mobile: (916) 616 - 2434 

� Carol Rice, Wildland Resource Management
carollrice@aol.com
(925) 944-5282


